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Interviewer: Richard Brock

Interviewee: Hosey Hutson

Date: October 26, 2023
 
Q: (00:03): All right. Thank you so much for talking to me today. The goal of my interview is to gain understanding of the feelings about the draft of men of draft age during the Vietnam War and the general feelings about the war as a whole. Thank you for taking the time to talk to me today about your first-hand experience as a young person during this time. Please tell me your full name and birthdate.
Hutson: (00:28): Birthday is June 1st, 1942. Full name is James Hosey Hutson. H-u-t-s-o-n.
Q: (00:43): How old were you when the draft for the Vietnam conflict started around 1964?
Hutson: (00:53): 22 would be ‘64, [22], ‘64.
Q: (01:00): What was the general feeling about the war during that time?
Hutson: (01:04): It sucked.
Q: (01:07): What were the men your age saying about the draft at the time?
Hutson: (01:13): It was really a war for the politicians and not for the guys that had to go.
Q: (01:28): How did the draft work? What was the process?
Hutson: (01:32): It was a changing target. We've always had a draft in the United States ever since the Revolutionary War. We had a draft at the Revolutionary War. We had a draft for the Civil War. We had a draft for the World War I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and they gave up the draft in 1975 for all voluntary army service.
Q: (02:24): Sorry. Did you know anyone that just signed up or was everyone drafted?
Hutson: (02:33): Everyone has to sign up for the draft between the ages of 18 and 25. [It] doesn't matter whether you're a citizen of this country or not. The Mexicans have to sign up for the draft and you still have to register. I'm sure you've registered for the draft, although they don't have a draft anymore. It is called a voluntary army.
Q: (03:09): Tell me about your background and where you were at this time of your life.
Hutson: (03:15): I was in college. My background, Susan and I were married. We got married in ‘62. What did I major in? Oh, I majored in biology, had a major in chemistry, minor in art. What else was the question? Tell me what number you're on.
Q: (03:52): Number six. What was your personal experience with the draft?
Hutson: (04:02): Signed up for the draft when I was in high school, but I wasn’t but 18 the day after I graduated from high school. Being my birthday, being June the first. We used to go from the last day of May and start back on the first day of September. Your school year is entirely different than mine was. We went exactly nine months out of the year. And so I was working as a bag boy, which I think you know what that is, at the grocery store and had to sign up before I went to college. Had to sign up by your 18th birthday.
Q: (05:03): Were you called? Tell me that story.
Hutson: (05:08): That story. The draft you could be exempted for a bunch of different things. If you were in college at the time that I was in that 18 to 25 year old period, at that particular time, you could be exempted if you went on to college. And then I don't know whether it was just an exemption for science during that period or whether it changed during that period because like I say, these things with the draft were always changing and what you could be exempted for. At one point in time while I was in college, they had an exemption if you were a science major, and since I had a major in biology and in chemistry, I was exempted. And if you went on to get your master's and PhD, you were exempted. Susan and I were married in ‘62, and one thing I didn't know about was that there was an actual exemption if you were married before 1964. The colleges and that sort of stuff, the minute you were not in college, they sent your name into the selective service, which is the draft, and they sent you a letter to show up in Montgomery at the induction center to induct you into the army. I graduated in ‘65, January of ‘65. I taught biology at Berry High School, or what do y'all call it, Berry? What do y'all call Berry High School? Hoover. Now Hoover, it's part of the Hoover school system now. At that time, it was part Jefferson County school system, just like your mother graduated from Shades Valley, and that was part of the Jefferson County school system. And Hoover school system didn't exist when I was teaching at Berry High School. And the minute that I graduated from college, they sent my name in for the draft because I wasn't in college, which would've exempted me.
(08:58): Everybody tried every form of exemption that they could possibly try. You asked me a question a while ago, what did the people think of the Vietnam War? It was a war for politicians. It was not a war of the people. It's just like World War II. Our country was actually an isolationist country up until Pearl Harbor. The war in Europe actually started in 1939. We didn't want, the United States didn't want any part of it. In fact, there were a lot of people that were famous people that actually supported Hitler, Lindbergh being one of 'em, the first guy to ever fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean. He was a big supporter of Hitler's and Franklin D. Roosevelt was the president at the time. They didn't want to go to war.
(10:20): All they did is they supplied England with materials and guns and airplanes and that sort of stuff. We didn't supply 'em with any men. Whenever Japan started a war in Southeast Asia, Japan had already conquered a lot of China, the Philippines, and they were moving on down to Australia, headed that way, the Marshall Islands and all that sort of stuff. And there were two islands in between the United States and Japan. One was Midway Island and the other one was Honolulu, Hawaii. Japan had already captured most of the Southeast Asia and the islands, Polynesians and all that sort of stuff. And they picked, they decided that they wanted to come on toward the United States. They actually occupied part of the United States at one point. There was some islands in the Ellucian Islands that they actually occupied. I had one uncle that was in Second World War and he went, his post was in Alaska. And I had another cousin that was in Southeast Asia.
(12:20): One of my favorite guys that I had in college was Dr. E.B. Sledge. And he was actually in Peleliu near, he was part of that island hopping deal that they started out in Australia and started moving up the chain of islands, started in the Marshall Islands and moved up that way. But when Japan had taken possession of Midway Island, and they decided one Sunday morning, December 7th, 1941, that they wanted to take over Hawaii. Well, they came in to a place called Pearl Harbor, and all of our Pacific fleet was in Pearl Harbor one Sunday morning. The only thing fortunate that we had about it is our aircraft carriers were out on maneuvers outside the Pearl Harbor. And the Japanese took off from their aircraft carriers, came in to Pearl Harbor and sunk most of our battleships and a lot of the destroyers and that sort of stuff right there in Pearl Harbor. They never got it. They never fired a shot.
(14:19): Our forces never fired a shot. Japan killed about 4,000 of our people, our Navy guys. That morning the next day on December the eighth, 1941, Congress (and Congress has to declare war- nobody else can declare war) Congress declared war on Japan. And whenever they did that, they also joined the war in Europe and they started sending our soldiers over to England and airmen over to England. FDR gave a famous speech, and it always, the one sentence out of it is – yesterday Japan declared war on us, and it will always remain a day to be recalled as the day of infamy. And that's when we actually got into war with Japan and Europe and Hitler. Hitler had already been at war with Europe for three years before we ever got into the war, but they … alright, speed it up, Hosey.
(16:15): That started a draft. See, they would let draft go along for a period of time and never call anybody up. And that's when you said something about the draft during Vietnam, nobody wanted to go. Donald Trump had bone spurs. That's the reason he didn't go to Vietnam. But his daddy had enough money that he could afford to pay a doctor off to tell him that he had bone spurs. The minute that I got my letter, draft letter, to ask me to be in Montgomery at the induction center at 4:30 in the morning. It was in February of that year, ‘65. So I graduated in January. They sent me an induction letter in February. Of course, the first thing I did is I went to see my doctor and because they said I'd had a kidney infection, which I had had a kidney infection, but he said it wasn't the type that got me out of it.
(17:50): So I get up in the morning at about three o'clock and I'm driving along and it's spitting snow and I go down to the induction center. Well, if you could see a lightning and hear thunder, you were pretty much pass the physical for the army. So then the only choice you had, I tried the doctor. That didn't work. I went down to the, take my physical at Maxwell, I mean at Montgomery, at the induction center, and they said, I passed. So the only option I had was to join either the Navy, the Air Force, Coast Guard, who else? That's it, or go in the Army. And the Army, you had a really good chance to get killed, and I didn't particularly want to do that part. And I went down to see the Air Force recruiter and they said, there's several things you can do. You can either just go ahead and be in Air Force, or you can go to officer school or you can go to flight training. And I said, well, I want to go to flight training. So then they started testing me. Had to take an IQ test. Had to take about eight physicals and several other tests, spatial tests and all this sort of stuff, and passed all those. They even counted a number of fillings in your teeth.
(20:03): I had about eight physicals, hearing tests, IQ tests two, everything. [I] finally got accepted to the officer's school– flight training. And if you didn't, George Bush's son, George W, he got in the reserves. And some politician had passed a law that said if you were married before 1964 that you could SIE, which stands for self-initiated elimination, and they would put you in the inactive reserves for five years and send you home. And that's what I did.
Q: (21:25): What was day-to-Day life like at Officer Training School
Hutson: (21:29): Up at four o'clock, we went to the bathroom, then we went to PT, which was physical training, and came back, went to breakfast, and then we went to, the first course we had for the day was UT Universal Code of Military Justice Law course. And we called up the master bedroom because we would get up and we didn't have any air conditioning in our dorms. We had a fan, but we couldn't turn the fan on because it made dust on the tables and everything, so we couldn't turn the fan on. I went out there on July the fifth, so you can imagine how hot it was in San Antonio, Texas on July the fifth. We had a old wool blanket that had to go on our bed and it had to be made up to standards every morning. So we would sleep laying on, we couldn't lay on top of the bed. We had to have physically be in the bed at some point, so we'd put one leg under the blanket and lay there on top. And that way we had to make up the bed in the morning with hospital corners and they would bring a quarter in, and if they dropped that quarter on the bed and it didn't bounce completely off the bed, you got a gig. And if you had 10 gigs, you automatically flunked out of officer school.
(23:45): We would go, make up our beds, go out and do our physical training. We had to go out early, as close to four o'clock in the morning as we could because it was so hot. And they actually had, if the temperature and humidity got to a certain point, they wouldn't let us take PT. And then we came back and we went to breakfast, we marched to breakfast. We marched everywhere we went, and then we'd go up to take the law course. [We would] started out with law, and then we had, for the first couple of weeks, we had a course in the chain of command, which you had to be able to take it from where you were, give your name first and go all the way to the president of the United States because he was a Supreme commander. But we had to be able to tell everybody's name that we had to, if we received an order, it had to come down through that chain of command– president first on down. Alright. What else?
Q: (25:16): What was the process to report that you were in school or married?
Hutson: (25:21): They had to, by law, they had to tell you about the SIE process, and one of 'em was that if you were married before ‘64, you could self-initiate and get out of the service. But you were in inactive reserves. Alright.
Q: (25:51): Do you have any close friends that served? What happened to them?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hutson: (25:57): A couple of examples– an old boy named Sammy Doss. He went to Vietnam, got killed. Woody Walter was a roommate of mine in college. I went to college with him. Four of us went to college to Montevallo. Woody flunked out his freshman year. They drafted him. He went to, he served a tour in Vietnam and came back, signed up for another tour. They sent him to college. He got his act together and they sent him to college. He got his degree in college and went to OCS in the Army and got his bars and actually retired as a colonel. Not a full bird, but a colonel. And he died about a couple of years ago. Alright.
Q: (27:23): Are there any other experiences pertaining to the Vietnam War that you would like to talk about?
Hutson: (27:30): I'm going to leave that one to you. 
Mrs. Hutson (in the background) (27:39): Tell 'em about why you had to wait for me, how you got caught up because you had to wait. 
Hutson: (27:43): Oh, the minute you were out of college or your deferment was used up, which I had a deferment because of being a science major. I started college a year ahead of Nana, and Nana was, she had, after I graduated and I taught a semester at Berry High School, I had to wait on her to go to, I was conditionally accepted to Alabama for my master's degree, but I had to wait on her for a semester and they got me that semester that I was out. And if it hadn't have been from Nana, I wouldn't be sitting here now. 
Mrs. Hutson (28:45): Then, he eventually got out because he had been married for so long.
Hutson: (28:50): They had to tell you about that. By law they had to tell you. It is not exactly a fun thing. 
Q: (29:03): All right. Well, thank you so much for interviewing with me today.
Hutson: (29:07): Well, you don't want to go. That was basically the attitude that they had, that everybody had. You just tried everything you could not to get drafted.
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